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Whatôs the most profitable way to use 

limited green feed this summer? 



EverGraze research on green feed 

ÅWagga and Hamilton EverGraze sites 

demonstrated including lucerne in the 

system could 

ïsignificantly reduce supplementary feeding 

costs (and lower margins) in dry years 

ïprovide options for finishing lambs to higher 

weights, resulting in higher margins in good 

years 

ïIncrease ovulation rates and lambing % by 

flushing  

ïreduce ground water recharge 

ÅSee evergraze.com.au for further details 

 

 



Once you have green feed, 

what do you use if for? 

ÅFlushing ewes 

ÅMaintaining condition on ewes 

ÅFinishing lambs 

ÅGrowing out weaners 



What is flushing? 

ÅShort term grazing of high energy feed to 

stimulate increased ovulation 

ÅLikely most effective when ewes are 

cycling (late summer/autumn) rather than 

late spring joining 

 



Flushing synchronised ewes 

Ovulations per ewe at Wagga Wagga Proof Site 

Å Flushing ewes on lucerne and chicory increased 

ovulation by 10% and up to 22% 

Å Lupins can also be used for flushing (0.5 kg/hd/day) 



Flushing unsynchronised ewes 
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Flushing un-synchronised ewes 

  Live lucerne (1-2 t DM/ha live green 

herbage) 

Dead cereal stubble (0-0.2 t DM/ha live 

green herbage ) 

% 

Ewes 

Lambs 

born 

*Survival 

% 

Lambs 

marked 

% Ewes Lambs 

born 

*Survival 

% 

Lambs 

marked 

Non 

pregnant 

ewes 

6 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 

Ewes 

carrying 

singles 

25a 25 77 19 43b 43 77 33 

Ewes 

carrying 

twins 

64b 128 70 90 51a 102 70 71 

Ewes 

carrying 

triplets 

5b 15 50 8 1a 3 50 2 

Total lambs   171   117   148   106 

**Total 

number 

lambs/ewe 

joined 

  

  
1.7b   1.2b  

  

  
1.5a   1.1a 

On average, an extra 10% lambs marked 



How much green is needed? 

ÅAs little as 350 kg/ha 

ÅLucerne, chicory, brassica 

ÅPhalaris or ryegrass green pick 



Relationship between multiple 

ovulations and live feed on offer 



Assessing summer green feed 



Make sure the additional 

lambs survive 

ÅWhatôs your current rate of twin lamb 

survival? 

ÅSee EverGraze Exchange ï Increasing 

lamb survival for further information 

ïScan and manage multiple pregnancies 

appropriately 

ïManage ewe condition at joining and lambing 

(see Lifetimewool) 

ïEnsure adequate feed is available at birth 

ïProvide shelter at lambing if in high risk area, 

see Hamilton EverGraze Proof Site message ï 

Shelter increases lamb survival and the 

EverGraze Shelter Investment Tool. 



Costs and benefits to consider 

Å Income from additional lambs sold 

ï At Wagga, 14% additional lambs conceived, 10% more 

lambs marked (twin survival 70%) 

 

Å Cost of feeding additional twin-bearing ewes 

ï 2.5 Mega joules ME/hd/day more than singles during 

pregnancy and 5 MJ ME/hd/day during lactation.  Around 

$7.50/hd if feed is limiting. 

 

Å Opportunity cost of flushing ewes rather than 

grazing lambs or weaners 

 



Finishing lambs on green feed 

Å Lambs require good quality (>75% digestible) green 

feed at least 1000 kg/ha for acceptable growth rates. 

 

Å Data for growing lambs during summer is highly 

variable. 

ï Hamilton, Feb-May: 177-261 g/hd/day 39 kg xbred on brassicas, 

79-93 g/hd/day on lucerne, 105-107 g/hd/day on chicory 

ï Hamilton, Mar-Jun: 33 g/hd/day plantain, 148 g/hd/day lucerne 

ï Rutherglen, Jan-Mar: 1st and 2nd cross, 90-270 g/hd/day on 

lucerne 

ï Wagga wet summer 2011 Jan-Apr. 1st cross 240g/d, merino 

234g/d 

 



Scenario 

Å 20% of the farm to lucerne, 2000 kg/ha available, 75% 

digestibility, growing 20 kg/ha/day 

Å Stocking rate 7 ewes/ha 

Å Ewes require 500 kg/ha 

Å Lambs and weaners require 1000 kg/ha 

Å Lambs grow 180 g/hd/day 

Å Weaners cost $1.20/ha/day to feed 

Å Lambs sold at 423 c/kg CW at 35 kg for additional lambs 

from flushing and 42kg for finishing lambs 

Å Additional feeding costs of twin bearing ewes $7.50/hd. 

 

For full details of the scenario: 

See http://www.evergraze.com.au/library-

content/morelambs-from-flushing-on-green-feed/ 
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Crunching the numbers 

Å At higher feed on offer levels, flushing ewes on lucerne and allocating 

remaining area to lambs returns more than finishing all lambs on lucerne 

Å If lupins are added, itôs more profitable to feed lupins to ewes and finish 

lambs on lucerne, especially when only 10% of the farm is lucerne 

Å Where feed is limiting (< 800 kg/ha) flushing ewes is the only option for 

lucerne. 



Higher lamb prices make lambs a 

better option 

 



Growing out weaners 

ÅGrazing weaners on green feed 

ïSaves on supplementary feed 

ïMay reduce lamb mortality (shy feeders) 

 

ÅWeaners require 1000 kg/ha at 75% 

digestibility to achieve acceptable growth 

rates 

 

 



Crunching the numbers for weaners 

Å At 40% and 20% lucerne, itôs more profitable to flush 

ewes and graze lambs on the remaining area under most 

FOO scenarios.   

Å At 10% of the farm to lucerne itôs the other way around. 



Every scenario is different 


